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SUBJECT: IT RAINS ON MRS. GANDHI’S PARADE 

REF: NEW DELHI 11882 

1 . THROUGHOUT MUCH OF INDIA THE CONGRESS (I)'S "SAVE INDIA 
DAY" ON AUGUST 9 TURNED OUT TO BE A DAMP, BUT GENERALLY OR- 
DERLY AFFAIR. THE MAIN FOCUS OF MRS. GANDHI S PROTEST MOVE- 
MENT AGAINST ALLEGED FAILURES AND MISRULE OF THE JANATA GOV- 
ERNMENT WAS IN DELHI, WHERE THE ORGANIZERS HAD PLANNED A MARCH 
AND A MASSIVE RALLY ON THE CENTRAL MALL NEAR PARLIAMENT HOUSE. 
HOWEVER, UNUSUALLY HEAVY RAINS (THE HEAVIEST IN 17 YEARS, 
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ACCORDING TO NEWSPAPERS) DISRUPTED THESE PLANS AND ALMOST 
WASHED OUT THE RALLY. THE CONGRESS (I) LEADERSHIP CANCELLED 
THE RALLY IN THE MORNING AFTER HOURS OF INCESSANT RAIN HAD 
TURNED MUCH OF THE CAPITAL INTO A BOG. AFTER NOON, HOWEVER, 

THE RAIN STOPPED AND MRS. GANDHI RUSHED OVER TO THE CENTRAL 
MALL TO ADDRESS WHAT CROWDS WERE PRESENT. BY THAT TIME, MANY 
OF THE CONGRESS (I) WORKERS HAD ALREADY LEFT. THE ASSEMBLED 
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CROWD, WHICH INCLUDED MANY GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES ON THEIR 
LUNCH BREAK, WAS ESTIMATED TO NUMBER BETWEEN TWO AND FIVE 
THOUSAND PERSONS. 

2. MRS. GANDHI'S REMARKS TO THE CROWD COMPRISED FAMILIAR 
INDIRA RHETORIC. SHE ATTACKED THE JANATA GOVERNMENT ON A 
VARIETY OF ISSUES: DETERIORATING LAW AND ORDER, ATROCITIES 
ON HARIJANS. RISING PRICES, INTIMIDATION OF GOVERNMENT WORK- 
ERS, AND GENERAL INDIFFERENCE TO THE PLIGHT OF THE "WEAKER 
SECTIONS." SHE SAID THAT ALL THE ADVANCES ACHIEVED UNDER 30 
YEARS OF CONGRESS RULE WERE BEING UNDONE BY THE JANATA. LATER 
IN THE DAY, A DELEGATION OF CONGRESS (I) LEADERS CALLED ON 
PRESIDENT SANJIVA REDDY AND PRESENTED TO HIM A MEMORANDUM CON- 
TAINING THE SAME CHARGES. 

3. ELSEWHERE IN THE COUNTRY, "SAVE INDIA DAY" DEMONSTRATIONS 
WERE ALSO DISRUPTED BY MONSOON RAINS BUT PROTEST MARCHES AND 
RALLIES TO HIGHLIGHT JANATA "MISRULE" OCCURED IN MOST MAJOR 
CITIES AND TOWNS. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, MOST OF THE 
CROWDS WERE GENERALLY SMALL TO MODERATE IN SIZE, RANGING 
FROM SEVERAL HUNDRED TO THREE TO FOUR THOUSAND CONGRESS (I) 
DEMONSTRATORS. ON THE WHOLE, THE DEMONSTRATIONS WERE PEACE- 
FUL, ALTHOUGH MINOR SCUFFLES WERE REPORTED IN KERALA, AHMEDA- 
BAD AND MEERUT (U.P.). IN ADDITION, SOME CONGRESS (I) WORKERS 
WERE ARRESTED (AND SUBSEQUENTLY RELEASED) IN SEVERAL LOCALI- 
TIES FOR VIOLATING BANS ON PROCESSIONS. 
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4. MRS. GANDHI MADE IT CLEAR TO NEWSMEN ON AUGUST 9 THAT 
"SAVE INDIA DAY" WOULD NOT BE A ONE-DAY AFFAIR. BY LAUNCH- 
ING HER MOVEMENT ON THE 36TH ANNIVERSARY OF MAHATMA GANDHI’S 
"QUIT INDIA" STRUGGLE, MRS. GANDHI HAS SOUGHT TO EQUATE HER 
AGITATION WITH THE MAHATMA’S AND HAS SAID THAT AUGUST 9 WOULD 
BE THE OPENING DAY OF A PROLONGED MOVEMENT TO HIGHLIGHT THE 
JANATA’S FAILURES AND THE MISEREIS OF THE PEOPLE. 
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